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Follow the Guild
KK
on &

The TSF Guild is now officially 
social—on two platforms. Fol-
low the Guild on

Facebook: TexasShakesGuild        
                    or on 
Twitter: @TxShakesGuild 

We’ll be sharing news, photos, 
and interesting facts that in-
quiring Festival fans and Guild 
members might want to know. 
Follow your Guild today!

We Welcome the Festival

There are probably few 
new and notable words 
to be shared about com-

ing from the dark times of the 
last year into a time of more 
light. Many have expressed 
their thoughts about that 
continuing journey. However, 
given the occasion and the joy 
to come in July, we would be 
neglectful not to acknowledge 
how very delighted we the 
Guild are to be back doing 

“With Measure Heaped in Joy…” (As You Like It)

A Message from Gem Meacham, TSF Guild President
I can hardly contain my excite-
ment that the TSF Company 
is back! The Guild is not able 
to interact with the Company 
through Adopt-An-Artist or 
Monday Night events this year 
because of COVID concerns. 
Above all, we want our art-
ists to stay healthy and make 
theatre!

TSF and Kilgore College gave 
us permission to say, “Good-
bye” (although we didn’t get to 
say, “Hello”).  Our traditional 
Strike Dinner and annual 
Guild membership meeting is 
Monday, August 2.  See details 
in this newsletter.  At the 
meeting which immediately 
follows dinner, members will 
elect officers for the 2021-22 

our job supporting a Com-
pany in person and a Festival 
with live performances! That 
is our reason for existence 
and the thing we love most 
about our mission. Thanks 
be to God and medicine and 
science and lots of wonderful 
people for helping us get to 
this stage. 
For those in our group, thank 

you for supporting our Guild, 
the Foundation, and the Festi-

val through uncertain times. 
For those who may be attend-

ing the Festival and reading 
this, thank you for coming 
here and supporting this jewel 
of a theatre experience with 
your presence. 
We are so grateful for every-

thing that has been and is to 
come. 
 “… here begins [t]his … story 

right… (Comedy of Errors)
Happy Festival to all!

TSF 2021 Invites Alums Back to Kilgore
The 2021 company is 92 members strong, 37 returning from past seasons. Most notably, this is 
the fifth season for Allyson Lee (Ticket Office Manager) and Taylor Farrell (Master Carpenter), 
the tenth season for Meghan Potter (Technical Director) and Daniel Brown (Patron Services Su-
pervisor) and the thirty-fifth season for John Dodd (Managing Director). 

Guild year. Nominees are the 
following: President—Karen 
Peters; President-Elect—Linda 
Crabtree; Membership Secre-
tary—Lois Knouse; Recording 
Secretary—Sharon Noblit; 
Treasurer—Louise Cochran.
We hope to see you at the 

Strike Dinner/membership 
meeting AND at the theater in 
July.  Look for the Guild table 
in the lobby.

Allyson Lee Taylor Farrell Meghan Potter Daniel Brown John Dodd
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Using Your “Smile” Can Help the Festival!

TSF Foundation News
Remember the Drawing!

Guild Membership Drive for 2022
from Karen Peters, President-Elect

If you sign up to use Amazon Smile and designate TSF Foun-
dation as your charity of choice, a small portion of your order 
then goes in as a donation. Every little bit adds up and helps!

Volunteers are needed to bring “extras” for at least 20 people 
on each Sunday, Wednesday and Friday. Many thanks to those 
volunteers who have been participating since May 23 when the 
Company arrived. Your Guild dues provide breakfast six days 
a week and sandwich/salad lunch basics three days a week. To 
supplement those basics, the Guild encourages members to 
show our East Texas hospitality by bringing “extras.” Volunteers 
bring offerings to “feed a starving artist” during their lunch 
hours on Sundays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Suggestions for 
those extras include, but are not limited to, the following:

• Hearty salads (such as potato, pasta, fruit, taco)
• Dips/crackers/chips
• Desserts
• Sides that do not have to be cooked or reheated, such as pre-  
  cooked casseroles, pot of veggies, a pan of beans, cornbread 
  –use your imagination –no crockpots, please, and disposable 
  containers when possible!
You don’t have to cook; extras can come from carry-out or the 
grocery store. For information and to coordinate days and 
lunch times, contact Linda Crabtree, 903-918-1365 (voice or 
text), or email her at lcrabtree795@gmail.com.

Lunch Bunch

The trip includes:
• Roundtrip airfare from DFW to Jackson Hole, Wyoming.
• 5 nights for two in a Luxury Condo Suite at the beautiful    
      Snow King Resort. (Condo is 2 bath/1 bedroom, but can 
      sleep 2 additional guests in a Murphy bed for an added 
      fee, or the winner can upgrade to larger condo at their  
      added expense)
• A full-size (4-door) car rental for your entire stay. 
• $1,000 spending money.
• Only 350 tickets will be sold. 

*Reservations must be made at least 6 weeks in advance.
*Travel is not permitted December 19—January 5.

The drawing will be held the last night of the Festival, Aug. 1.

Jackson Hole, Wyoming, is known for its 
blend of rugged beauty and luxurious ac-
commodations. With magnificent mountain 
views, a quaint downtown, world-class snow 
skiing, and proximity to two national parks 
in the summer (Grand Teton, and Yellow-
stone), Jackson Hole has year-round appeal.

Photo by Jack Sanders

June 30 - August 1 Festival Center
815 Henderson Street, Kilgore

Thank you to everyone who 
renewed their Guild Mem-
bership for 2021.  Remember 
those funds are used to feed 
the company breakfast and 
lunch.  In addition, your dues 
cover the cost of the hospital-
ity, such as the Welcome Din-
ner and the Strike Dinner.
Soon you will be receiving a 

membership letter for 2022.  
Please complete the form with 
all of the required informa-
tion.  Return it in the enclosed 

envelope with your check, or 
you can join online at www.
texasshakespeare.com/join-
the-guild. If you miss your 
opportunity to join the Guild 
for the 2022 season, there will 
be a reminder letter in the 
early fall. 
The Guild is looking for a 

few “good members.”  If you 
are interested in being more 
involved with Guild activities, 
please call Karen Peters, 903-
238-3742.

You Can Help Make the Drawing a Success!
Please reach out to your friends and family about the drawing. 
It’s a fun way to help the Festival, and after this last year, winning 
a spectacular vacation would be quite a treat!
Tickets are $100 each and available for purchase on the TSF 

Website (www.texasshakespeare.com) under the “Tickets” tab 
at the top. We can also accept cash or checks (made out to Texas 
Shakespeare Festival) for tickets for the drawing. Those pay-
ments would just need to be brought to the theater box office, 
where we can get their info into the computer and generate a 
ticket for the buyer.
Thank you. Any help will be greatly appreciated!

IT’S BACK! STRIKE DINNER–Monday, Aug. 2
The Guild received tentative permission for a farewell Strike 
Dinner.  Mark your calendar and plan to join us in saying good-
bye to the 2021 Company.  However, be aware that if local in-
fection rates rise and no longer meet guidelines, we may have to 
cancel.  You will receive a Guild notice in mid-July confirming 
the event, exact time, and asking for a food contribution within 
the category determined by your last name.  It will be held at 
the Family Center at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church.
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MEET THE DIRECTORS

A Different Kind of Director

This summer TSF has three 
fantastic directors leading the 
five productions. 

DEB ALLEY returns for her 
third season, having previously 
directed Cymbeline in 2014 
and Twelfth Night in 2015. She 
will be directing The Merry 
Wives of Windsor and joins us 
from Texas State University, 
where she returned to teaching 
after a five-year stint as Chair of 
the Department of Theatre and 
Dance. Prior to her arrival in 
Texas, she was Artistic Director 
of the Illinois Shakespeare Fes-
tival and head of the Master of 
Fine Arts Directing program at 
Illinois State University.  Deb’s 
credits include Co-Founder and 
Managing Director of Colum-
bus Ensemble Theatre, Director 
of Children’s Theatre at Circa 
‘21 Dinner Playhouse, and 
Production Stage Manager on 
national tours of It’s a Wonder-
ful Life, Big River, and The Secret 
Garden.

JAMES DEAN PALMER is 
also an alum of TSF, where he 
first served as a lighting intern 
and years later returned to 
direct King John in 2018. In 
2021 he will be directing Romeo 
& Juliet. James is a New York-
based director and educator 
with sixteen years of profes-
sional experience.   In 2010 he 
was awarded a Joseph Jefferson 
award for Best Direction of The 
Love of the Nightingale. James 
has received fellowships from 
Manhattan Theatre Club, the 
Drama League, SDCF, Chau-
tauqua Theatre Company and 
is a Peter Kaplan Fellow.  He 
holds an MFA in Directing 
from Brown University and is a 
member of the Stage Directors 
and Choreographers union.  
James teaches at Fordham Uni-
versity, The Meisner Studio in 
NYU Tisch School of the Arts, 
and the Professional Perform-
ing Arts School.

MICHAEL JENKINSON 
is new to TSF, directing pro-
ductions of The Book of Will, 
The Bridges of Madison Coun-
ty, and The Gnomes of Gnot-a-
Hill. Michael is thrilled to be 
joining the Texas Shakespeare 
Festival for their 2021 summer 
season. Jenkinson is an associate 
artist for Sacramento Theatre 
Company, where he works as 
a director/choreographer, and 
AEA actor. Formerly Michael 
was in residency with Pacific 
Conservatory Theatre (PCPA); 
a company for which he served 
as an instructor, an AEA actor, 
and Director/Choreographer 
on more than 80 productions. 
Michael performed in both the 
North American and interna-
tional tours of Grease and Fame: 
The Musical, as well as serving 
as the dance supervisor.

In addition to directors who stage the plays, we have other kinds of 
directors who work in the rehearsal hall. You may be less familiar 
with a vocal director, a music director, and a fight and intimacy 
director. Each of these jobs requires a specific and focused angle 
through which they view and guide the plays. The Vocal Director, 
Jennifer Burke, works on all the text and dialect in the plays. The 
Music Director, Paul Marszalkowski, is the rehearsal pianist for the 
musical and helps teach and direct the singing as well as conduct-
ing the orchestra. The Fight Director and Intimacy Director, Ashley 
H. White, choreographs all violence and intimacy on stage so that 
it is safe and repeatable for every performance. 

THE JOURNEY TO 100% CAPACITY
A Message from Meaghan Simpson, TSF Artistic Director

When we announced that the 
2021 season was moving for-
ward back in April, we knew 
that implementing safety pre-
cautions was a must in order 
to keep our artists and our 
patrons safe. The original plan 
called for temperature checks 
upon entry, socially-distanced 
seating in the auditorium, an 
audience capacity capped at 
50%, and mandatory mask-
wearing. In the weeks since, 
the CDC has stated that social 
distancing is no longer neces-
sary for fully vaccinated in-
dividuals. Therefore, we have 
decided that we will open our 
audience to 100% capacity to 
allow for more patrons to at-
tend the summer 

productions. We will 
also make mask-wearing op-
tional in accordance with 
Governor Abbott’s recent 
declaration and the updated 
guidelines from Kilgore Col-
lege. This has been a chal-
lenging journey as we worked 
to navigate the best plan to 
allow for a balance of safety 
and comfort for the patrons, 
as well as making sure that 
we can offer tickets to all that 
want to see the summer pro-
ductions. We do recommend 
that patrons who are unvac-
cinated or at risk continue to 
wear a mask. If you do not 
have a mask, we are selling 
limited edition TSF masks in 
the Stratford Room gift shop.  Jennifer Burke Paul Marszalkowski Ashley H. White
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2020—2021 Executive Board

President   Gem Meacham

President—Elect   Karen Peters

Recording Secretary   Sharon Noblit

Membership Secretary   Lois Knouse

Treasurer   Rhonda Stephens  
Past President   Claudia Morgan-Gray

VP—Guild Events   Kimberly Macedo

Co–VPs—Company Events   Eileen Kosnik 

   Linda Crabtree 

Co–VPs—House Events   Melinda Johnson

   Martha Rutherford

Co-VPs—Communications   Martha Dalby 

   Kate Wells

   Lynn Wells, Graphic Design

TSF Artistic Director   Meaghan Simpson

TSF Managing Director   John Dodd

TSF Associate Artistic Director/  Matthew Simpson
Director of Development 

 

If you have not yet joined the “Green Group” by signing up to receive 
The Stratford Tribune newsletter via email rather than through regular 
postal service, please consider doing it today for three reasons: 

(1) it saves the Guild substantial cost in printing and postage; 

(2) it allows you to receive a greatly enhanced version of the  
      newsletter, including full-color pictures; and 

(3) it includes you on the Festival’s email list, which lets you receive      
      more timely notifications of many TSF activities.  

And there is a fourth reason, too: it saves trees!

• Green Group —You will receive the TSF newsletters via email and 
occasional correspondence about Festival activities. Examples of 
these might be information about the Lunch Bunch, TSF Foundation, 
raffles, and special TSF events. These emails might be informative or 
request help with events, etc. and will not be excessive. We do not share 
your email address with other entities.

To join the Green Group, send an email to 
LEKnouse2020@outlook.com. Please be sure 
to include your name. Sometimes it is difficult 
to identify you by your email address. 

Join the Green Group—for Three Reasons

Guild Lunch Bunch Feeds the TSF Company

If you would like to be a part of the 
Lunch Bunch, please contact Linda 
Crabtree, 903-918-1365 (voice or 
text), or email her at lcrabtree795@
gmail.com. 
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TSF Company
 Media Day

The Merry Wives of Windsor

The Book of Will

Romeo and Juliet

The Bridges of Madison County

The Gnomes of Gnot-a-Hill



Guild Gives John Dodd a birthday surprise





TSF Carpenters Hard at Work Creating Set Magic


